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GENERAL SURVEY OF WORK ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 



REV. HENRY PRESERVED SMITH, D.D. 
New York City 



The purpose of this paper is to give a general survey of the scholarly 
work now doing in the various departments of Old Testament study. 
It does not propose to describe classroom work, though everyone 
is aware that the great majority of Old Testament scholars are engaged 
in teaching in colleges, seminaries, or universities. It assumes that 
the teacher is also an investigator, and that he not only keeps abreast 
of the times, but himself does something for the advancement of his 
science. To discover what this "something" is, is our present aim. 

Any ancient document is the object of two sorts of inquiry: we 
may seek simply to understand it as it is in itself, or we may seek 
to appreciate it in its relations to human progress. Like any other 
ancient document, the Old Testament may be treated from the two 
points of view, and for our present purpose we may group the sciences 
with which we have to do under two heads according as they have 
one or the other object in view. First of all we must understand 
our document — an undeciphered inscription is of no scientific value. 
Grammar, lexicography, and text-criticism are the sciences which 
first concern us. One might be tempted to suppose the centuries 
of study already given to Hebrew grammar to have advanced us be- 
yond the need of additional work in this department. But Hebrew 
scholars will readily admit that there is room for a fresh treatise on 
this subject. On the general theory that science is always advancing 
and is never complete, this would be true; but in the case of Hebrew 
there seems to be an especial demand for a new grammar because 
of the progress made in comparative Semitic study of late years. 
A rumor has reached me that two American scholars have a Hebrew 
grammar in preparation, but I have not been able to verify it. Mean- 
while separate monographs, like Haupt's discussion of "Semitic 
Verbs, Derived from Particles," are contributions to the subject, 
and Blake's treatise on comparative Semitic syntax now in prepara- 
tion will give light on Hebrew problems. 
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In the department of lexicography we are congratulating ourselves 
that the new lexicon of Brown, Briggs, and Driver is complete. For 
the first time in many years American students are in possession of 
a lexicon which may be fairly called up to date. The elaborateness 
of this work will make it a standard work of reference for a long time 
to come, and it i9 not likely to have a competitor. A somewhat 
different scope is indicated by Ember, who is preparing a lexicon 
which shall include post-biblical as well as biblical Hebrew. The 
same scholar has in contemplation an English-Hebrew lexicon and 
a Hebrew lexicon altogether in Hebrew. Valuable contributions 
to lexicography are made by scholars who give us studies of individual 
words, like Haupt's discussion of the stem nahal and the noun mohel 
(in the American Journal of Semitic Languages), Moore's study of 
yotheretk, and Westphal's on the phrase usually translated "host 
of heaven. " (These two are in the volumes dedicated to Noldeke 
on his seventieth birthday.) 

A valuable help to the student is a concordance. No Hebrew 
concordance has been published since the extended, though not always 
accurate, work of Mandelkern. If, however, we extend our field 
so as to include the study of the ancient versions along with our 
study of the Hebrew text, we shall have occasion to admire the con- 
cordance to the Greek version which is just completed. The help 
it is likely to render the scholar is illustrated by Margolis in his 
analytic study of one of its articles (AJSL). We are also to have a 
concordance to the Syriac version, to be published at Urumia for the 
use of native theologians, but destined undoubtedly to be of great 
use to Syriac scholars everywhere. This work is preparing under 
the supervision of Professor Macdonald. 

The way in which one science leads on to another is illustrated 
by the tendency of Hebrew scholarship to secure aid in its difficulties 
by consulting the cognate languages. Old Testament scholars are 
therefore more or less directly concerned in preparing the great 
Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum now publishing in Paris. They 
also contribute to the Ephemeris of Lidzbarski devoted to Semitic 
epigraphy, to many publications in the general field of oriental 
study, and particularly to Assyriology. The inscriptions collected 
by Baron Max von Oppenheim in his travels in Syria are to be 
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published in the Beitrage zur Assyriologie und semitischen Sprach- 
wissenschaft (" Contributions to Assyriology and Comparative Semitic 
Linguistics") of Delitzsch and Haupt. This publication contains 
many articles of direct interest to Old Testament scholars and 
illustrates their activity in many fields of research. As a contribu- 
tion to comparative Semitic grammar Blake's proposed study of 
intransitive verb-forms in Aramaic will be looked for with interest. 

The settling of the text of an ancient document is a matter of great 
importance, and the need of doing this has given rise to the science 
of text-criticism. The elaborate system by which the Jews guarded 
the text must first be understood, then we must seek to get back to 
the earlier stages of manuscript transmission. The study of the 
traditional (Massoretic) text is furthered by such treatises as Geden's 
Massoretic Notes in the Hebrew Scriptures published by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and the more elaborate study of Butin, 
The Ten Nequdoth of the Tora. Budde's essay on the origin of the 
Tiberian vocalization (in the volumes dedicated to Noldeke) belongs 
in the same general category. 

An endeavor to give us the Massoretic text in as accurate a form 
as possible has just been made by Kittel, assisted by a number of 
scholars. The edition has been criticized because the editor fell 
below the programme he had marked out for himself — "the soup is 
not eaten as hot as it is cooked, " says the proverb. But the edition, 
with its selection of readings from various sources given in the margin, 
is a useful one and will doubtless pave the way for something more 
advanced. Haupt has recently revised the text of the Book of 
Esther, and promises studies on the critical problems of Psalm 72 
and of Ruth — these from the hands of his pupils and to be published 
in the Beitrage. Torrey contributes to the ultimate settlement of 
the text of Ezra by his study of the Syriac version (AJSL), and T. W. 
Davies devotes some attention to psalm-criticism (in the volumes 
dedicated to Noldeke). J. M. P. Smith has just published a revised 
text of Obadiah, which we may hope will be followed by others of 
the Minor Prophets. 

A wide field is open to the student in the ancient versions, most 
important among them being the Greek usually called the Septuagint. 
Problems of text grammar and lexicography here press for solution. 
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An important advance for textual criticism is now making in the 
publication of the new Cambridge edition, of which the first part has 
just come from the press. It bears the title: "The Old Testament 
in Greek, according to the text of the Codex Vaticanus, supplemented 
from other uncial manuscripts with a critical apparatus containing 
the chief ancient authorities for the text of the Septuagint;" edited 
by Allen England Brooke and Norman McLean. The 155 quarto 
pages devoted to the Book of Genesis will give an idea of the size 
of the work. 

As Barnes published not long ago an edition of the Psalter in 
Syriac with a critical apparatus, we may indulge the hope that this 
scholar is at work on other portions of the Old Testament in this 
version. 

The group of studies thus far considered includes those which 
contribute directly to the understanding of the Old Testament as 
it is in itself. But it is clear that with these we have made only a 
beginning. To understand a human document we need to get it 
into its human relations. This means first of all into its relations 
of time and space. Hence the importance attached to archaeology. 
Knowledge of the country in which the book took form, and of the 
manners of the people who first read or heard it, is essential. For 
the Bible the study of geography has been seen to be important from 
very early times. Bliss's recent history of Palestine exploration shows 
how many workers have been in this field, and the end is not yet. 
In fact, it seems as if the work were just beginning. Bliss himself 
has been an active explorer, and his successor, Macalister, has recently 
given us side-lights on the Bible from his excavations at Gezer. 
The German Palestine Society, like the English Palestine Explora- 
tion Fund, publishes a review which contains many contributions 
to the geography and archaeology of the Holy Land. Sellin's report 
on the Austrian excavations has recently appeared, and we may expect 
more light from this source. Petrie's work in the peninsula of Sinai 
does not seem to have brought to light anything that can be called 
biblical. The most elaborate study of any part of Syria in recent 
years is the work entitled Provincia Arabia, by Brunnow and Doma- 
sewski, the second volume of whch is in preparation. The articles 
now publishing in the Biblical World by Paton, on "Jerusalem in 
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Bible Times, " are promised in book form and are a direct contribu- 
tion to our subject. The same scholar prepares the articles on oriental 
archaeology which appear from time to time in the American Journal 
of Archaeology. Wilson's Peasant Life in the Holy Land discusses 
a subject of perennial interest, and a similar work has recently 
appeared in German — both of them helpful to the Old Testament 
student. 

Studies which elucidate particular points of biblical antiquities 
are always with us. Dibelius publishes an elaborate monograph 
on the Ark of Yahweh, to which Budde makes reply; Meinhold 
takes up afresh the subject of Sabbath and Week in the Old Testa- 
ment; Sellin investigates the Ephod, and Eerdmans discusses the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. Oussani's essay on the fourteenth 
chapter of Genesis (New York Review) goes into questions of archaeol- 
ogy as well as into those of contemporary history. A volume on the 
chronology of the Old Testament by Fotheringham belongs in this 
connection, and another on the same subject is promised by Beecher. 
The general subject of biblical archaeology is to be treated in the 
" International Theological Library" and is intrusted to G. Buchanan 
Gray. 

The subject of contemporary history of the Old Testament has 
assumed great importance of late years, especially since the Assyriolo- 
gists have begun to claim everything for themselves or for their depart- 
ment. A volume on this subject is to appear in the "International 
Theological Library" and is to be written by Francis Brown. This 
scholar is now engaged in studying the subject with special reference 
to the controversy aroused by Delitzsch in his "Babel and Bible" 
addresses. William Hayes Ward is devoting attention to one branch 
of the same subject, with especial reference to the mythological art 
of Assyria and Babylon, as it appears in the engraved designs on gems 
and seals. Johnston is preparing a new ancient history of the East, and 
has also recently edited a letter of Esarhaddon. The twenty stately 
volumes of the "Assyriological Library" of Delitzsch and Haupt 
do not belong in the department of Old Testament study, but they 
illustrate the activity of a number of Old Testament scholars. Lang- 
don's Babylonia and Palestine, however, belongs in our group, and 
along with it may be mentioned Fullerton's study of Sennacherib's 
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invasion (Bibliotheca Sacra) and Baentsch's discussion of oriental 
and Israelitic monotheism. The second edition of Jeremias' Old 
Testament in the Light oj Oriental Antiquity is now in course of 
publication, as is the second and much enlarged edition of Jastrow's 
Religion oj Babylonia and Assyria. Jensen's exhaustive discussion 
of the Gilgamesh epic is at any rate a monument of the author's 
industry and ingenuity, though it is to be feared that it will not con- 
tribute solid results to Old Testament science. 

We have perhaps got a little away from our subject, which is 
Old Testament science. Returning to it, we must notice the branch 
called (a little unfortunately) the higher criticism. This is the science 
which seeks to determine the historic order of the documents by 
internal evidence. A temperate study of the principles on which 
the higher criticism is based has recently been made by Gigot in the 
New York Review. A sketch of critical method as applied to the 
Pentateuch may be expected shortly from the pen of Foote. The 
actual results of critical analysis are set forth by Kent in the Student's 
Old Testament, the third volume of which is in preparation. The 
essay of C. H. H. Wright on Daniel and its critics seems to belong 
here, though in form it is a commentary. Torrey has in preparation 
a book on Deutero-Isaiah, which it may be hoped will put in a new 
light many of the problems suggested by that interesting section of 
the Old Testament. Meyer, the historian, with the collaboration 
of one of his pupils (Bernhard Luther), has recently made an elaborate 
study of the pentateuchal document known as the Yahwist (J). 
This study on Israel and the neighboring tribes not only shows the 
fascination which these studies have for one who is not a professedly 
Old Testament scholar, but it foreshadows a considerable recon- 
struction of the author's historical views in the forthcoming second 
edition of his history of antiquity. The pentateuchal source called 
E is the subject of a less elaborate, but still quite extended, study by 
Procksch. The most important work now appearing in which 
textual and higher criticism are combined is Haupt's Sacred Books 
0} the Old Testament, the Hebrew text printed in colors to show the 
different documents. Of this work four parts are still to appear, 
and the editor is actively engaged on them. The parallel work in 
English is not to be continued at present — a matter of regret to all 
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Bible students. Here may be mentioned Foote's projected popular 
presentation of the higher criticism as applied to the Hexateuch. 

The activity of Old Testament scholars in the matter of the higher 
criticism and in all that pertains to the literary history of the Hebrew 
Bible is indicated by the number of books constantly coming from 
the press under the title "Introduction to the Old Testament." 
Such books have appeared during the year 1906 from the pens of 
Gautier in Lausanne, Gigot and Raven in this country, and McFadyen 
in Canada. They represent in a certain sense a continuous stream 
of effort, for the subject is constantly worked over independently 
by many scholars for their classes, if not for publication. Orr's 
book on the problem of the Old Testament, though by a non-specialist, 
may be mentioned here, as it is a serious-minded discussion of the 
subject. Gunkel's outline of Hebrew literature may also be men- 
tioned. It is contained in Hinneberg's work entitled The Culture 
0} the Present Day. 

Critical study is analytic; it is followed by historic presentation 
which is synthetic and constructive. In this department there is 
just now a dearth of new treatises. The acute notes on Old Testa- 
ment history publishing by S. A. Cooke in the Jewish Quarterly 
Review give ground for the hope that the author will give us a con- 
nected narrative in the near future. The series of historical maps 
of Syria and Palestine just published by Madsen will be of great 
use to the historical student, and one wonders why they were not 
thought of earlier. Particular problems of history are treated in 
some of the works already registered under the head of the higher 
criticism, and to them we may add Flier's study on the testimony 
of Haggai and Zechariah to the restoration of Judah, and Kiichler's 
dissertation on the relation of the prophet Isaiah to the politics of 
his time. 

The Bible is the book of religion — this remains true whatever 
may be said about its literary value. The two valuations are not 
discordant; it is as literature that the religious idea takes form and 
exerts influence. The right appreciation of literary form is neces- 
sary to the correct apprehension of the religious faith which has 
here embodied itself. Far away from the subject of religion as we 
may think such discussions as those of Sievers on Hebrew meter, 
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they yet do bear on it very directly. We cannot know what an author 
intended unless we can distinguish his poetry from his prose. On 
the formal side we may register here, therefore, such discussions 
as those of Stade (on the meter of Psalm 40) and Nowack (on meter 
and text-criticism) in the volumes dedicated to Noldeke. On the 
aesthetic side Wunsche's treatise on the beauty of the Old Testament 
meets the eye at once. Gardiner's Bible as English Literature 
enforces anew lessons which Moulton has been teaching a good 
while. From the specialist we shall get Haupt's German translation 
of the Song of Songs with literary parallels — it is promised for next 
year (1907). Genung carries out the principles of literary criticism 
in his Hebrew Literature of Wisdom in the Light of Today. 

Compact volumes on the religion of Isreal have recently appeared 
from the hands of Addis and of Ottley. More important, and likely 
to be a standard work, is the late Professor Stade's Biblical Theology of 
the Old Testament, of which only the first volume has been published. 
J. P. Peters is working on the volume dealing with the religion of 
Israel in Jastrow's series entitled "Handbooks on the History of 
Religions. " Marti's brief sketch intended as an introduction to his 
commentary, Wellhausen's outline in Hinneberg's Culture of The 
Present Day, and Lohr's little volume in the Goschen series show the 
desire of specialists to keep the general public informed. The later 
phases of Hebrew religion are treated in Bousset's Religion of Judaism, 
the second edition of which has just come to hand; but Moore's Lowell 
lectures on the same subject have not yet appeared in print. Special 
points in Hebrew or Jewish religion are discussed in the following: 
Bewer, Hosea's marriage (AJSL); Toy, Jewish and Moslem con- 
ceptions of absolute law (dedicated to Noldeke); Haupt, Purim 
(an address before the SBLE, but with extended notes, to be pub- 
lished in the Beitrage); Foote, the Decalogue in the Old Testament; 
J. M. P. Smith (in AJTh), and Lohr, socialism and individualism in 
the Old Testament; Kluge, the idea of priesthood in Judaism and 
early Christianity; Gressmann, the origin of Israelite and Jewish 
eschatology; Gunkel, Elijah, Yahweh, and Baal. 

Commentaries are books which embody the results of study along 
all the various lines we have been considering. Besides the two 
German series just completed, we have the "International Critical 
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Commentary" to testify to the industry of scholars in our department. 
Volumes now in preparation are: Chronicles, by Curtis; Ecclesiastes, 
by Barton; Esther, by Paton; Micah and Malachi, by J. M. P. 
Smith. All these are well under way. Of the other volumes 
promised I have no direct information, but it is fair to assume that 
they are receiving attention from the authors to whom they have 
been assigned. Duhm has just published a commentary on Habak- 
kuk, Hoffmann one on Leviticus, and C. A. Briggs and Grace E. 
Briggs, the second volume of Psalms. Of the nature of a com- 
mentary are the notes on the Old Testament Sunday-school lessons 
prepared by Beecher for the Sunday School Times. Smend's com- 
mentary and text of Sirach deserve mention, though strictly speaking 
the Apocrypha are not within our present field of vision. 

No recent book, so far as I know, treats the subject of the Old 
Testament in its relation to practical theology — I mean such a book 
as George Adam Smith's Modem Criticism and the Preaching oj 
the Old Testament. 

The necessary imperfection of this survey will appear when it 
is remembered that many Old Testament scholars dislike to let it 
be known that they are working in any particular line until they have 
the work ready for publication. There is, moreover, a large quantity 
of work going on of which no definite account is likely to reach the 
inquirer unless he has direct access to the printing establishments. 
Encyclopaedias are always in course of publication, and all of them call 
for more or less material from Old Testament scholars. When we 
consider this mass of material, and think also of the various reviews, 
journals of learned societies, and other periodicals which give space 
to Old Testament topics, we shall form some idea of the work being 
done in this field. 

If it be asked which is the department in which the most aggressive 
work is being done, the question is difficult to answer. Our survey 
shows an activity pretty well distributed. If we are to make a choice, 
we may say that just now there is a lull in the strictly critical process, 
and that comparative studies are assuming greater prominence. 



